Z DR
Faofi?

T=2i1 EWSWMETYT, ANY &l OBRET,. IhhRAE. HDO=4E
B O(ER: 2EMt) ORELBAT, SCEATLEN?2ESLTZDOHRELRDD
&, o Ty it TWEd,

SHET00FFERT. COLHICHREMOTEELNH D, HFZH > TWee 2 3,
—KDODANBEDBREHEVWEHITE U e ZAEZENZISCIEXTE/TTCLREVWRIN, &
DHBECTERFET > THAR—EHHINST. ZOREINBLBILHLHD ET,
UM OXEATH oo 2Bl (J\Y) KiclBELicEZ 2. Z0ORIE MBHEHKIC
ENVWRW EBEZFUco RBIFELOIBELSEHERICEEZ N IF. &KiEx
Hofcbd, B<ZElKBDHAMHEWEZDT L,

FUTEHEKIEZ. COBEREABELTEFEDLDFELIE, TNHSDEE
FTT, ZANERLEDE, THOEREMEFETOVWTARDEELLONZH
¥BTT, =D OMEIRFRCZICHELTWSDIFTT,

23T, ZHERIFIEES A+E. SHEMNFTIThbn., 150AAD AR TR W
FT, IF>FOEBRIENDINBRESINEITN, HBEDBEIFBICESTALADKE
B, MEBELTL%EH2. BRTEHLBBERATI R,

vt TN OB £V A
TRIEDO®RMy I EniE RAOARZ FHIIKE T, EF. @BIIOBEE WL
Sfeb LW, BB#FOE, M)IE (BX) oFLtesbic TRITSE, &L
TIFERcEWDNRTWE I,

URT, DIOEE - FREERDO2EHTWVDE TFTCVWERD, (FTLWITE,
HBZWERED WD) BILIFICEDE L, BhRHI TZO0WH, T=
DED, EWSHITEHHD, chiFTEREEVWDNET,

COFTKWVWERD ZMIKREFTOAILEBATHIIREMBME Vo TWET,
NBEEPBNOKEZLZES>LDRBBEMRZZOEETRWLOD., WIIRDOFL
EREDBDODBODIEIENTREDEEADL,., FEICEENICHIENT SN
TWBeh, BARIZEBAI2AKR. TEIM. AL - EFHK (FZ250VWA)
CESNTWET,

Explanation
and Origins of

the Crest

The crest is known as the “Mitsuami (three nets),” and its design depicts toami net casting. In fact, this is
the crest of Sanjasama (officially known as Asakusa Shrine in Tokyo). The reason that the shrine has such a
crest dates back to its origins.

Seven-hundred years ago, two brothers who were fishermen lived in the area now known as Asakusa. One
day when casting their nets they hauled in a statue that was human in form. The brothers immediately tossed
the statue back into the waters, but after that no matter how many times they cast their nets, they would not
catch a single fish, and instead only the statue would be caught in their nets.

The brothers turned to local culturati named Haji, and he told them that the statue was a depiction of the
Kannon (Goddess of Mercy). Upon hearing this, the brothers prayed devoutly to the Kannon. Since then
they cast their nets, they found totheir surprise the nets contained a tremendous amount of fish.

Then Haji founded a temple at which to revere the statue of the Kannon, which is today the temple known
as Sensoji. After the two brothers and Haji passed away, this was united with the worship of the area, and
people who believed in the story of the Kannon built the shrine now called Sanjasama. This is the origin of
the “Mitsuami” crest, the crest of Asakusa Shrine.

Sensoji is the focal point for the famous Sanja Matsuri or festival that is held every year over the course of
three days in mid-May. It attracts up to 1.5 million people. Although now the festival is known for its bravado
and the gallantry of the Tokyo (Edo) residents, it is the case that in the past it was a more solemn occasion
when the people in the area would pray for large catches of fish.and safe passage out on the water.

Founder - “Hosokawa-no-Masa”

According to “Net-casting of Shinagawa Bay,” the real name of the founding father of the “Hosokawa style”
was Masakichi Hosokawa, more popularly known as Hosokawa-no-Masa. Itis said that at the time of the
Meiji Restoration (1860s), he came to Edo as a net caster, with the samurai of the Hosokawa Clan from
present day Kumamoto in Kyushu.

Hosokawa-no-Masa popularized the style of net-casting known as “sukui-tori” (also known as sukui-uchi or
hon-buri) that the Edo Toami Association is now trying to pass on to future generations and preserve. There
are also methods of casting known as “futatsu-tori” and “mitsu-tori,” and these are alternatively known as the
“Tosa style.”

The “sukui-tori” style is now called as “Hosokawa ryu toami” (Hosokawa style toami) named after Masakichi
Hosokawa. It is not known whether Masakichi gained the family name Hosokawa purely through association
with his popular name Hosokawa-no-Masa, or if he was given permission to adopt the name by the
Hosokawa Clan in Kyushu. What is known, however, is that his name is recorded as Hosokawa on his family
register. He passed away on August 12, 1879 at the age of 72 and is buried at Gesoin Temple in Urayasu.
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